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CONSIDERATIONS, Se. | 


So returned and conſidered all the oppreſſions that are done un- 
dier the ſun: and behold the tears of ſuch as were oppreſſed, 

and they had no comforter," aul on the fide of their pre err 2 
« there was phuber, bat they had no comfirier. Lai 4 


_» chap. iv. ver. 1. 


(3 


HE apoſtle James ſums p religion in theſe ſhort and 
1. ombrebendee worde, . Pure religion and uddefiled | 
| & before God and the Father is this, to viſit the fatherleſs 
and widows in their affliction, and to keep unſpotted from 
„% 75. :- 0 2 | ; 
I many thouſands are made fatherleſs and widows by the 
” grievous oppreſſion of our fellow creatures in the ſugar co- - 
lonies, and by the trade to Africa for negroes, to ſupply the 
place of thoſe who are worn out, or murdered by-exeeffive 
labour and cruel treatment, is not the produce of ſuch labour 
poliuted with blood? From a ſerivus conſideration of this 
alarming evil, and a brotherly fympathy with thoſe who ſuf- 
fer by it, ſeveral, for many yeafs, have believed it their duty 
to decline the uſe of ſuch. articles as were produced by this 
. oppreſſive labour; and fince it hath been more generally and 
fully laid open, and particularly ſince the legiflature of this 
country has declined to comply with the wiſhes of people of 
almoſt every religious denommation, numbers have fo far 
commiſerated the ſituation of their afflicted brethren, as to 
deny themſelves, at leaſt, the uſe of ſugar and rum; believ- 
ing that the diſuſe of theſe articles only, by-a\number, would 
effe&ually aboliſh the ſlavearade, eaſe the-butthens of "thoſe 
already in ſlavery, and eventually procure their freedom. If 
this defirable end can be obtained by ſo ſmall a facrifice, who 
that lays any claim to religion or humanity can withhold it? 
Sugar and rum are the leading articles of Weſt-Indian labour 
and commerce, but leaft in real uſefulneſs. Thus viewed, 
may it not tend in ſome degree to leſſen the difficulty of ſome 
well-wiſhers to the cauſe, who, conſidering the many articles 
connected with this trade, are diſcouraged, and becauſe they 
are not ſatisfied it is their duty to decline all, think it beſt to 
do nothing? but it is not enough that our hearts be well. 
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oppreſſed go free.. 
It is now — admitted, that the fave-wade-i is 2 5 


lation of all the rights of men, attended with ane 


barbarous beyond deſcription. + 
 Fhat the labour of flaves in the lente is fo opprefiive, ; 


| and their treatment and accommodation fo bad as to occaſion 
the death of many thouſands annually. 


That the ſugar and rum raiſed in the Weſt-Indian iſlands | 
are cultivated and prepared by this oppreſſed people, and pub- 


| licly fold in this country as ſuch. Theſe being eflabliſhed 
facts, does it not behove all profeſſors of Chriſtianity to look 


well and conſider how far they encourage the oppreſſors, by 


_ purchaſing their commodities, thus defiled with blood? Our 
conduct in time paſt, when comparative ignorance prevailed, 


affords no Juſtification. to our preſent practice. It is ſaid, 


that the times of ignorance God winked at; but when 


there is a more clear diſcovery of his will, and our duty, | 


when knowledge prevails ; - He commandeth all men, every 


where, to repent.” Are there any that are looking for 


ſome extraordinary call to a thing ſo clearly eſtabliſhed; or 
is repeated revelation neceſſary to convince us we ought to be 
bound in every Chriſtian duty? If fuch there be, let them re- 

member that no new doctrine or practioe is recommended, 


but the ſame principle of zullice that has been declared from 


the beginning 


« Thou SUS vex 4 fra, nor oppreſs him. 4 


& Ye ſhall not afflict any widow or fatherleſs child: if thou 
109 afflict them in any wile 
ce will ſurely dar their cry.” 


and they cry at all unto me, 1 


If it is a divine command not to afflict or oppreſs, i is it not 
as clear that we are not to be the companions or encouragers 


of oppreſſors ? 


If xt is a divine command, & Thou ſhalt not kill, Thou 
« thalt-not ſteal,” is it not 4s clear We ſhould no ſtrengthen 


the hands of choſe chat commit ſuch violenee, leſt that charge 


ſhould be brought up in judgment againſt us? When thou 
cc faweſt a thief, then thou conſentedſt with him, and haſt been 


© partaker wich adulterers.*” * 


The'prophet Iſaiah deſcribeth a ſtate of acceptance with 
* OT after this * « He that walketh OW 
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« ouſly, and ſpeaketh uprigtitly, he that deſpiſeth the gain'of 
60 bonn, that ſhaketh his hands from holding of bribes, 


cc 


that ſtoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, that ſhutteth 


< his eyes from ſeeing evil, he ſhall dwell on high, &c; On 


conſidering this remarkable paſſage it appears, that to deſpiſe 
the gain of oppreſſions, is to carry our teſtimony: further than 
to decline the profits of it; if we-purchaſe and uſe that which 


is produced by oppreſſion, we contribute to the gain of the 
oppreſſor, and while we do ſo, can it be ſaid that we do in- 
died Gelpiſe his unrighteous gain, or that we ſtop. our ears 


from hearing of blood, and mut our eyes from ſeeing evil, 


vile we knowingly receive the price of blood, and contribute 
in the moſt effectual way towards upholding the oppreſlor ? 


He that receives or buys goods knowing them to be ſtolen, - 
is deemed an encourager of theft, and, as ſuch, puniſhable by 


the law; yet goods ſtolen privately is fimply a fraud in pro- 


perty, unattended with the aggravating circumſtances of op- 


preſſion and bloodſhed. | 


If it ſhould be objected that the productions of our ca- 
lonies are neither ſtolen goods, nor ſold as ſuch, I admit there 
is a difference between theſe and what is commonly under- 
ſtood by ſtolen goods; but when all thEcircumſtances are duly 
conſidered, I think the difference will appear in favour of the 
latter, in which caſe the commodity only is ſtolen; but in 
the other the people who raiſe and manufacture the commo— 

dity are Holen, their labour is exacted without wages, (conſe- 
quently the produce of ſuch labour is unjuſtly obtained) under 


the continued oppreſſion and loſs of the lives and liberties of no | 


the labourers. Ihe uſing this produee to gratify our palates 
has been often retorted on the adyocates of the popr negroes, 
and may not the oppreſſors and men-ſtealers deſpiſe our feeble 


_ - endeavours, and think us inconſiſtent in exclaiming againſt | 


them, while we continue to' partake with them, yea- furniſh 
them with the only means of continuing thoſe oppreſſions, 


- which we lament and execrate? for it muſt, be admitted that 


the conſumers are the ſupporters of thoſe iniquitous proceed- 
ings, and without them the flave-trade and its Jamentable 
conſequences muſt ſoon ceaſe. | here are ſome well-diſpoſed 
people who appear fearful of countenancing any thing that 
ſeems new, and having been accuſtomed to the uſe of ſugar, 


and their parents, whoſe memory they reſpect, having with- 
gut compunction uſed it before them, they can hardly think 
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it wrong to continue what they have been ſo long aceuſtomed 
to; there are, however, I hope but few, if any that will 
deem this a ſafe foundation to ſtand upon in many caſes, and 
it may require examination in the 2 ; not to be too 
haſtily carried away with every propoſal is prudent; but there 
may be an exceſs of caution, and to reject a propoſal becauſe 
it is new, may be as great a weakneſs: as the continuing a 
practice becauſe it is old. Perhaps few of us are ſufficiently 
aware of the force of cuſtom and the prejudice of education; 
but whatever degree of influence this may be allowed to have 
on our minds, it muſt be admitted there is more probability 
of our erring in favour of old cuſtoms, than in adopting new 
ones without ſufficient examination. Let us only ſuppoſe, 
that we had not been educated in the uſe. of thoſe articles 
which are raiſed chiefly by the labour of oppreſſed Africans, 
and that they were only now offered to us, poſſeſſing the ſame 
information that has been publiſhed reſpecting the obtaining 
and the treatment of the tormented negroes, would not ſome - 
. reject with abhorrence what they now uſe and plead for? Let 
us then be willing to re-examine ourſelves, and ſee. if ſome- 
thing does not lie at our door. The beneficent Author of the 
. Chriſtian religion called his diſciples friends, on condition. of 
their doing all that he commanded them; and he ſummed 
up all the law and the prophets in two commandments, viz. ' 
the love of God and the love of our neighbour: and we may 
remember the omiſſion that was to be charged againſt tho 
that were found wanting in the great day of account. I was 
: *.ick-and in priſon, and ye. viſited me not;'” and when they 
. Pleaded ignorance of ſuch an omiſſion, he ſaid, <Inaſmuch as e 
did it not unto one of the leaſt of theſe, ye did it not to ine. 
He that loveth the Lord his God with all his heart, will not 
be wanting in love towards his neighbour, and he that loves 
his neighbour as himſelf (ſo far from aiding or 39 the 
oppreſſor) will not only be careful not to injure him, but both 
by word and deed do all in his power to aſſiſt and obtain 
juſtice for him ; and not per mitting himſelf to be deterred or 
biaſſed by the example df any, (even the prieſt and Levite) 
he would imitate the conduct of the — Samaritan, by 
aſſiſting to the extent of his power, the waunded and oppreſſed 
ſtranger. If, through the influence of divine love, Wwe can 
ſympathize with the afflicted, our views will not be confined 
19 our perſonal knowledge, or to people of any particular di- 
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Wia erde for, * the Lord made of one blood all nations 


c of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth; he is no 
reſpecter of perſons, but his mercies are over all his works. 


excuſe us from rendering ſuch aſſiſtance as is in our power, 
let us to the utmoſt of our capacity diſcharge our duty, in 
_ viſiting theſe widows and fatherleſs in their affliction au,“ 
#ngly, and keeping ourſelves unſpotted, by not partaking of the 
gain of their oppreſfors, or in any manner contributing to 
their ſupport. - © Is not this the 7 that the Lord hath 
& choſen, to en, to lo the bands of wickedneſs, to undo the heavy 
_ © burdens, and let the oppreſſed go free, and that 70 break 
<* every yoke?” _ 

I have heard of ſome who deſire the abolition of the dave 
trade, yet fear that declining the uſe of ſugar, &c. may prove 
_ a remedy worſe than the diſeaſe. If ſuch are really ſerious 
in their objection, it deſerves ſome attention, for every well- 


_ — wither to the cauſe claims attention; yet 1 ſhould ſuſpe& a 
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timent of this kind could not be entertained by any that 
| attentively, though but little informed, on the ſub- 
jef—and in order to ſhew how groundleſs ſuch an apprehen- 
ſion is, let us ſuppoſe every perſon had left off ſugar and rum, 
or that there was no market for any produce of the Weſt- 


n; 


n 


Aen. 


from their waſters, were obliged to 5 ſhi for themſelves ; z in 
this caſe there will be an effectual abolition of the flaye trade; 
and thereby the annual deſtruction of 58,000 of our fellow 
creatures in the Engliſh! and French iflands only would be 
prevented. I would aſk whether this does not abundantly 
overbalance any change of fituation and circumſtance that we 
can imagine poſſible to the oppreſſed Africans in the iflands ; 
for . we even ſuppoſe them (a ſuppoſition truly abſurd) 
all to die by fainine, it would bear no compariſon with the 

annual deſtruction of the number exported from the coaſt and 
the number deſtroyed in obtaiping them, to ſay nothing of 
other dreadful conſequences of that deteſtable trade; but if 
that objection cannot ſtand even on ſo broad a' bottom as I 
have admitted, hat p lace can it have when that foundation 
is conſiderably ed For although I have admitted it on 
the ground that every perſon. will decline not only ſugar and 
rum, but every produce of the iſlands where the wretched 
negroes are-held in their preſent cruel bondage, I cannot be- 
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Seeing then that the remote ſituation of the objets does not 


Indies; that in conſequence the negroes, not having employ | 
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Rove! that « even the objeQors f 
and if only half the quantity <& gr and rum was 
that is now conſumed, the annual 


ing ſtopped, can'we ſuppoſe thoſe in the colonies would fuf= 
fer for want of employment? I am rather inclined. to think 
ſuch a portion would ſtill be allotted them as few of us would 
like. But let us confider what is the negroes pay, that we 
may the better eſtimate what their loſs would be if their 


maſters ſhould turn them off; a ſmall portion of Indian corn 
is their uſual allowance from their maſters, what further ſup- 


port they have is derived from their own labour, on that dax 
which the law of this and other countries has ſet a part for 
divine worſhip; and ſome of the advocafes for ſlavery men- 


one half would wibs . 
pply of freſh flaves be- 


I the great value of what is produced this way. 1 us 


then ſuppoſe the plantations to be abandoned by the planters, 


and that the negroes,. inſtead of being confined to a ſmall 
| ſpot, might cultivate as much land as they choſe for their 


on ſupport; and inſtead of having one day to themſelves + . 


(after being ſpent with exceſſive labour the other fix) that 
their whole time was their own, ean we think their ſituation 
would be changed for the worſe ? If we find any difficulty in 


determining this, let us aſk ourſelves the queſtion, which ſitu- 


ation we ſhould chuſe, whether a ſmall garden with a mall 


allowance of Indian corn and ſlavery, or ati eſtate and liberty 7 


But the motive for declining the uſe of ſugar and rum, is not 
dhe laying wafte the plantations, but the fame that gave riſe 
to petitioning Parliament; the object both was, and is, the 
_ abolition of the flave trade, and when that is effected it _ 
oy time enough to conſider the next ſtep. 
But if after all the undoubted evidence that has been OM 
| duced of the unprecedented acts of cruelty and ſanguinary 
meaſures that are purſued in order to furniſh us with ſugar 


and rum, we can think it right, as Chriſtians, to uſe it, muſt 


it not be acknowledged that we are falling ſnort of the ex- 


ample of the faithful under the law, and thereby deny, in our 
ig in the fleſn? for he came to 


conduct, the coming ot. C 

deſtroy the works of the wicked one, and to fulfil the law 
and the prophets. i 

Let us compare our conduct with David's; hs, whine he: 


| longed for water, and three of his men obtained it, and of- 


fered it to him, conſidering the danger to which they had 
pep pada 46d would not drink by, but © pres it our 
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Et. uot the * fa ing, «far be it from me, O Lord, that [ Lb 
| ſhould do this, 1s not this the blood of the men that Our 
> in jeopardy of their lives?“ | 
- Now what compariſon will this bear widr our conduct: 7 | 
There i is a difference, but the difference is much againſt us. 
It appears David's men were free, and went a 
withbur his command: or knowledge. 
The negroes are firſt made flaves by violence and blood- 
ſhed, and afterwards compelled by oppreſſive hands. 
David's men returned unhurt, yet he refuſed to drink, 
becauſe, they hazarded their lives. | 
The negroes are not only in e jeopardy, but yr 
great and continual deſtruction of their west is the . of 
a — — to us. 
David's men brought a neceſſary: of life. The negroes | 
are deſtroyed to procure a luxury. David, under all this | 
_ diſparity of circumſtances, refuſed it. 7 | 
We, under all the aggravating circumſtances N us; have 
partaken of it; wherefore, let the time paſt ſuffice, wherein 
we may have done it unwittingly, and let our future conduct 
ſpeak the language of David in another place, & 1 will wall 
mine hands in e fo will 1 compaſs thine altar, 
O Lord.“ 
Loet not any be diſcouraged by Jockin at the little that is: 
in their power to do, but rather be concerned to be found 
faithful in that little, leaving the event to Him who hath be- 
| gun powerfully to plead. the cauſe of this greatly oppreſſed 
people, and is able; as he hath promiſed, to carry on the work; 
olf their deliverance, to the praiſe of his own great name. 
1 will gather all nations and 1 and 29805 hall 
come and 1 = wary” | 
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